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Lasceolles Thompson . Head. . \p“
Tvy Thompson. Wife _ (1 h
laacelles Thompson Son 2¢ vears - N

Tven Thompson - 15 years
Iris Thomr son Duaghter 13 years
Tudel Thompson Son 11 vears
Marjorie Thonpson paughter 9 vears i
lorma Thompeon " 6 vears
Alan Thompson Zon 16 months .
il &

T ealled to see Ivy in her house in Lozwood w ich

gshe a7d her husband rsnt from intwood Elliott.

She took me in to one of the rooms., It was small,
largely occupied by a bed, hal a rockinz chalr, and two
ordinairy chairs, and a small table. Several of her
gnaller children fol owed after her, and she m~de mo et
attempt to turn thenm away. I got rid of them and

when thev azain came back nto the room during the

time I was talking to her she toid them to =m0 away

and not be so rude.

3he was very pleasant. I had met her hefore at the
wedding of her sister. 1 should not say that sh is
too intellisent. it s extremely difficult to zet

a stralisht narrative out of her as to her carcer. I

do not think that this is elither obstinaer, or a cute
-ness hiding under a mask of stupidity, T think she is
genuinely rather unintellizent, with some cutencss
verhaps thrown in.

Iarentase.
Her Father is Charles Thomrson, of Top Dull Savannah
Her Fother 1s Mshelas Thompson of Top ''yll Savannzh

There are twelve children in her Tamily, she %= the
eldest of the them all.

Ipbeinzing

At the age of six ysars she was ado ted by her aunt,
the sister of her mother, called Tenny lochester.
Panny Rochester died last month. Fanny had no children
and to have a child to look after. She wes very kind
to lvy, but Ivy d1d not stay witl her for manv veara,
At the age of 12 years she left ‘anchester where her su
- aunt lived and went to Winzston. ere she 1lived with a
1ss Ylorrey. “‘lss “orrey was also very woed to hor,
and she "lived gquite havpy"' with her. Her zuardian -
sent her to an elementary school in St Andrews somewhop
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She carnot now remeher the namm She st-vesdz at

school until she was 15 years old. She then left and
took up & job as a laundres= at the "'rytle fank llotel.
She mst Lascelles Thompson, who was = soldlsr at

the Camn, when she was 16 yesrs cld. They hecone
friends and she started to have Intercourse with him.
He wes the first man she hod over heen with, hey lived
together in 2 house, adl thes hed lived tozether ever
since. They were marr¥ed lsst vear. All but the last
three of the children were horn in Yinzston. i

After she had met Lascelles she continugd te work at
the Myrtle ank. When the {irst Gaby came she was
about 1€ years 0ld. She took a fortnisht off from
work, and than returned. This continued to be her normal
procodure when she was lmving all the subsequent bables.
- The hotel did not ~ind & at =21l.

%) . A
ragelles left the army when the Battelion was disbanded
in 1944, They then came and settled in "ull Savennah.
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Thev catch Yellow Tall, Snep and Jack. Fvery type of
fish se!ls for the same nrice, a shillinz pper pound.
He does mot bother to himzle it. He sells at the
Allizator Pond Depot, to ''r Joseph who huysall that
they can catch.

They are only waiting fe a favourable wind to o down
again. In addition to metting a wood reur n for their
work, they like doing it.

He;: .’eddigg.
She got married last year. ©She was marred in 'anderville
at the Reglstry Office. They chose the rezistry offlce

recanse it was easier and less fuss than a church
wedding. She had it in "anderville because she rather
likXed the t ousght ofa drive there and bac k.

They had a party at her father's home, Just like her
gsisters wedding, of last week.(See File 13)

They had a real hig rarty. There was dncinzg at it all
the dava nd night as wegkl. She rather impled that she
had a bigser and Jollier party than the one T had

8 enNe.

Her Children.

Four were horn in ¥inzston, three since coninz to
Tull Savannah.

Fregnancies and Confinements.

All the children born in "insgston were horn at the
Institution in "orth Street. She has never visited

a doctor for her confinements, or =sone to e see one
durinz her pregnancies. "lFeorle say T am a very lucky
woman, I never have no trouble with bables, and I have
never been 111 in my life." She was distimetly proud
Z of her facility at child-bearing.

All the children were born quiekly. She used to ray

£1 to the Tnstitution and that incliuded staying thero for
the nine days followinz the birth. Since e coning

to BSull Savannah she had '"iss Cella Simpson who has

charged her 8/- for & th  baby. She stayed with her

rizht through the birth, and came frequently during

the nine day followinz ® see how she was mattinz one. -

She was about 20 years i old when the first baby was born

R

Fpedinz and Jeaninz.

She weans them at 8 to 9 months. She then feeds them
on oats and milk. She finds the quickeds wgyy to wean
them is to rub aloes oask heor breasts, and they
refuse the breasts th- mx next time.

She fed them on fresh =osts milk at four m months old.
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Training and upbrinzin-.

She trains her children to helr about the o house.

They all help a little. Tris, her eldest ? zirls,

aged 13 vears, ean cook wash and look after the hahies
as well as herself. She 18 a tr-mendous help to her,
because she 18 ahle to 2o down to the Alligator lond
Market to bug thinzs “or the family, and fee! qulte
safe abhout the vounz ones if Tris is hew She also

oft n moes ur to "on “"ull Savannah to her mther. = Her
Mother, Mehela Thompson is an old lady, and she goes to
help her over thinms like washinz, an' working 1in her
garden, nlantinz cassava, and so on.

She does not like her c1ldren to play outside their

own verd, and the Holness children who live on the

next 11111, (Children of Ce-1l1 !olness) Certali-lg

the Thompson children are frequently to be seen in

the ‘lolness' vard. hey are remsrkable, because of their
extreme fairness, and blue eyes. She zZave some reasons
for not liking them to mix with all the ch'ldren around
about.

Flfatlx. when piecrneys play tozether, tig arly always Tig

fight in time. Then the parents are inclined to "lame
her, Ivy, for what her children do. Tn any case, they
will always lay the lame at the other person's door.
More often than not it is not Tvy's ¢ ildren who are

at fault at all. This 211 mn¥ves for had neishhourliness
and it is Yetter to k-ep clesar.

Segondly, they are ixmi#x inclined to play tro roush
games, such as clim ingt trees, and they =et hurt.

Thirdly they learn all sorts of "ad words, curses and rud
-eanesses from som- of the badly brouszht up children
around about. ©She mave as an example tle children of
Ribbit Town, who she says are quite wilg, and untrsina-le.

She flogs the children when they are nm W rude, and when
they tell lies. and when they troke thims X like sugar
and milk. -

Only Iris and Fudel 7o & the moment. She zives them the
money for thelr dinrer. The nrice of that used to he

34 hut owing to the hich price of Hee, o & other foods
it has heen renised to 4d.

She sends all but & baby to Sunday school. The o both
to the An-liean Chmreh and the “ifle Church ofngd.

The children all prefer the 3ible Churech because the
singinzg is micer.

She herself moes to chureh when she can man manaze it.




" She started a2t about 13 vears. She h~d not been told

any'hing about it beforehand. When 1t bezan she id it
at first, but it soon got found out. She does not
get 111, she Just feelsoff colour.

- She rlayed with the chlld through most of the inter-

view. She used the child to beg from me, in the
following ways= Spealrins to the Baby, "As k !iss

Hall when zoin' to leave us, ask her to leave us
somethinzg to remember her. A little souvenir.

!bll her we would like a souvenir very much, (turn
=ing to me, and dropping the pretence) any little

thing at all, such as an old dressz you ktnow. I will
call alons to see vou one evening.

-




Iescelles comes from Newport wut he Aid not want to mo
back thers. They have not zot thelr own home, they
are livinz in a house they rent from 'r 'intwood ©lliott
for 8/- a month. lowewer thev are haevinzt o n2w house
bullt for them not far from the factory, it 13 zolng

up at the moment.

lascelles works as a day lahourer whenever he gan rot
work. Ivs docs some sewiny ond drescmatinz. She weghss
elothes for 'r Eghert Jaunders who =lso shares the same
site as herself. She also doces some hizzling from

time to time and sells 'n the Zin-ston rmarket. She
-mrinly sells frult, nas-berries manvos.

In addition lascelles =~d the -idest son, also called
fascelles go in for o Y4 little fichins. 'le moes

~ to Allilgator 'ond and hires a boat. This Tyy says he

can do for 6/~ ner week, althouzh this seems very cheap
and she may not Le entirely accurate a out her fizures.
They fish with a Track Line.

Here Tvy went to the bed and rulled cut the tagkle and
showed it to me. It was ell arrenged in o 1irht
basin about 2 feet in dlameter. The entire rim of s
- basin was covered a steel fishinz hoolrs arranzed so
~elosely together tha ¢ they looked l1live 2 super-im osod
~ steel ring. Tach of these fishin- Loos had = lenczth
of string attached to 1t., These lay into the middle of
- of the bra'n where five or six strinzs o attached
tozether and “ixed to a double gourd or emlabash, These
e-labaghas were very 1izht, and the %des 1a sthat -
the hooks and linee float downwerds surmed by the
~ealabashes which flort on the surface oft the asean,

i
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